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Notes on Contributors

Aleksander Bańka, Professor, PhD; philosopher, political scientist, 
assistant professor at the Institute of Philosophy of the University of 
Silesia in Katowice. Author of books (among others: Désiré Merciera ogólna 
teoria pewności (Desire Mercier’s general theory of certainty), Między 
krytyką a metafizyką. Studium filozofii Josepha Maréchala (Between criti-
cism and metaphysics. Study of Joseph Marechal’s philosophy), De ange-
lis. Chrześcijańska nauka o aniołach w świetle doktryny Tomasza z Akwinu 
(Christian teaching about angels in the light of the doctrine of Thomas 
Aquinas)), articles and audiobooks devoted to Christian philosophy and 
spirituality. His current research interests are: contemporary philosophy, 
epistemology, Christian philosophy and spirituality, Neo-Scholasticism, 
philosophy of religion, transcendental philosophy, philosophical aspects 
of mysticism. He cooperates with Radio eM, and Gość Niedzielny. Mem-
ber of the Pastoral Council of the Archdiocese of Katowice and the Presi-
dent of the Commission for the Laity of the Second Synod of the Arch-
diocese of Katowice. The secular leader of the Spirituality Center of the 
Light-Life Movement in the Archdiocese of Katowice. In his personal life 
— a husband and father.

Józef Budniak, Professor, PhD; research worker and academic teacher 
at the University of Silesia in Katowice, Faculty of Theology (Department 
of Canon Law and Ecumenical Theology); former President of Interna-
tional Ecumenical Fellowship; member of Commission for Polish-Czech 
and Polish-Slovak Relations of the Polish Academy of Science; Chairman 
of the Society of Theologians of Ecumenism. Author of numerous books 
and studies on ecumenical theology and Church history, such as: Jan Sar-
kander. Patron jednoczącej się Europy (Jan Sarkander. The Parton of Uniting 
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Europe), Bytom—Cieszyn 1995; XXVIII Międzynarodowy Kongres Eku-
meniczny w Cieszynie. Ora et labora (28th International Ecumenical Con-
gress in Cieszyn. Ora et labora), Cieszyn—Bytom 1996; 200 lat kościoła 
w Brennej (200th Anniversary of the Church in Brenna), Brenna—By-
tom 1996; Ekumenizm jutra na przykładzie Śląska Cieszyńskiego. Studium 
historyczno-pastoralne (Ecumenism of Tomorrow Based on the Exam-
ples of Cieszyn Silesia. Historical and Pastoral Study), Katowice 2002; 
Jednoczeni w różnorodności. Tradycja cyrylo-metodiańska jako paradyg-
mat procesu pojednania Kościołów, kultur i narodów (United in Diversity. 
Cyrilo-Methodian Tradition as a Paradigm of the Unification Process of 
Churches, Cultures and Nations), Katowice 2009.

Pavol Dancák, Professor, PhD, graduated from the Cyril and Metho-
dius Roman Catholic Faculty of Theology in Bratislava in 1988, and 
in the same year received the priest’s ordination. He worked as a par-
ish priest and in 1996 was appointed as a censor in beatification of 
Bishop Paul Peter Gojdič, and later also in the process of beatification 
of Bishop Vasil Hopko, Th.D. In 1995, he began to study philosophy at 
the Philosophical Faculty of Papal Theological Academy in Cracow. In 
2001, with the supervision of Professor Karol Tarnowski, he defended 
his postgraduate dissertation The Issue of Education in Teaching of John 
Paul II. On April 27, 2005, he attained the habilitation in history of phi-
losophy with a book Historical and Philosophical Reflections of Paideia 
in Works of Karol Wojtyła, at the Faculty of Arts, University of Prešov in 
Prešov, and on January 29, 2011, he was appointed Professor of History 
of Philosophy. On August 1, 2002, he was employed as Vice-Dean for 
Development and External Relations Greek Catholic Theological Faculty 
of University of Prešov in Prešov, Slovak Republic, and currently Profes-
sor Dancák is the Head of Department of Philosophy and Religion. He 
is a member of the Academic Council of GTF UP in Prešov and the Aca-
demic Council of the St. Elizabeth University of Health and Social Work 
in Bratislava.

Alojzy Drożdż, born in 1960 in Nowy Sącz. Primary school and first 
high school J. Długosz. Theological studies at the Theological Institute 
and at the Major Seminary in Tarnów. Ordained priest in 1974. Pasto-
ral work in Sędziszów Małopolski. From 1977 — doctoral studies at the 
Catholic University of Lublin, with the first doctorate in theology. Sec-
ond doctoral studies at the Lateran University (Academia Alfonsiana), 
with the second doctorate in ethics in 1985. From this year, he lectured 
in moral theology at the Theological Institute in Tarnów, affiliated with 
the Pontifical Academy of Theology in Kraków. Habilitation dissertation 
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Moral assessment of consumerism in 1997. From this year — professor 
at the Institute of Family Sciences at the Catholic University of Lub-
lin. Belvedere professorship in 2003. Head of the Department of Moral 
Theology and Catholic Social Teaching at the University of Silesia since 
2002. Author of over 40 monographs and over 200 scientific articles in 
Poland and abroad. Recent publications; CASES in the theological-moral 
perspective, Unity, Kielce 2018; To value morals with faith, hope and love, 
Katowice 2018.

Michał Drożdż, extraordinary professor, master of theology, MA and 
doctor of philosophy of science, doctor habilitated in social sciences in 
the field of media sciences, Pontifical University of John Paul II in Kraków, 
director of the Institute of Journalism and Social Communication at the 
Pontifical University of John Paul II in Kraków, Head of the Department 
of Media and Social Communication, director of the Academic Media 
Center, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences (from 1 September 2018); 
Editor-in-Chief of the Studia Socialia Cracoviensia; author of over a 200 
articles and a 20 books in the field of media philosophy, media theory, 
media ethics, and philosophy of science; member of the Board of the Pol-
ish Society of Communication, Social and Chairman of the section “Axio- 
logy of communication” PTKS, deputy chairman of the Polish Associa-
tion of Media and Journalistic Education, regular member of Polish and 
foreign scientific societies.

Nicolae V. Dură, Professor, JD, born in 1945 in Romania. He obtained 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in theology from the Theological 
Institute of University Rank in Bucharest; followed by PhD in Canon 
Law (1981) in the same University after completing his PhD studies and 
research in the field of Canon Law in Ethiopia; doctoral and postdoctoral 
studies and research in France (Catholic Institute and Sorbonne University 
of Paris) and in Greece (Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki). In 1997 
he obtained a degree of Doctor in Canon Law at the Pontifical University 
of Toulouse (France); and in 2002 — Doctor Honoris Causa granted by 
the Humanist Sciences University of Ostrog (Ukraine); 2010 — Doctor 
Honoris Causa — the St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia (Bulgaria); 
2015 — Doctor Honoris Causa — the Ivane Javakhishvili State University 
from Tbilisi (Georgia). Professor Emeritus of the Ovidius University of 
Constanţa (2012—). He is a member of the following scholarly organiza-
tions: Academy of Romanian Scientists, Society of the Law of the Orien-
tal Churches, based in Vienna; the International Consortium for Law and 
Religion Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Milan. Professor of Theo-
logical Institute of University Rank in Bucharest (1976—2001) and Pro-
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fessor of the Faculty of Law and Faculty of Theology of the Ovidius Uni-
versity in Constanta (2001—). Vice Dean (for Education and Research) 
of the Faculty of Law, Ovidius University of Constanţa (2004—2008); 
Vice Rector of the Ovidius University for Inter-University Relations and 
Foreign Students (2008—2012). Prizes: The National Order of Merit (ver-
sion of the Legion of Honour, Cultural Merit), awarded in 2001 by the 
President of France, Jacques Chirac, at the proposal of the Minister of 
External Affairs for his contribution to the promotion of the French lan-
guage and European culture due to his book, amounting to more than 
1,000 pages, Le Régime de la synodalité selon la législation canonique, con-
ciliaire, oecuménique, du Ier millénaire, published in Bucharest in 1999;  
A. D. Xenopol Award granted by Romanian Academy in 2001 etc. Author 
of books, studies and articles (on theology, canon law, law, history, 
ecclesiology, the history of ancient literature, philosophy etc.), amounting 
to thousands of pages published in different languages.

Zbigniew Janczewski, Professor; the graduate of Papal Theological 
Academy in Kraków and the Academy of Catholic Theology in Warsaw. 
He holds master’s degrees and a graduates with a bachelor’s degree of the 
sexton from theology, the PhD, professor of jurisprudence in canon law 
and the title of the professor of jurisprudence. Academic teacher of many 
years at the Department of the Canon Law of the Academy of Catholic 
Theology and the University of Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński in Warsaw, 
professor of the Law on Sacraments. The author and the co-author of sev-
eral dozen academic publications. Judge of Metropolitan Court in Kato-
wice, the member of Consociatio internationalis studio iuris canonici pro-
movendo and the Association of Polish canon law scholars. 

Jacek Kurzępa, Professor, PhD, born on October 5, 1961, in the Lubusz 
Land, sociologist, who long ago perfected his academic skills as an edu-
cator. After some time, as a result of “intellectual drift,” and as a con-
sequence of the tumultuous changes over the transformation period in 
Poland, he went over to social sciences while not losing the pedagogical 
sensitivity. In his academic work, he focuses on sociology of adolescence, 
accompanying adolescents participating in various movements and at dif-
ferent places, be it during the “Woodstock Station” Festival, Przystanek 
Jezus, Campo Bosco or in the Bolków Castle. He studies young people 
and advances theses and proposes interpretations of both — themselves 
and the world they inhabit. The creator of a concept related to preven-
tion programmes, analyses and monitoring of the phenomena of young 
generation dysfunctional and risk behaviours, called Falochron (breakwa-
ter), that was implemented and realized over the years 2006—2009 in 
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Lower Silesia, as part of a project aimed at counteracting juvenile prosti-
tution. Additionally, since 2010 he has been co-authoring the Falochron 
programme for Silesia (http://falochron.metis.pl/). He is an implementer 
of diagnoses in a great many local governmental units, related to the 
threats following drug usage and alcohol consumption among adoles-
cents, the so-called monitoring of threats posed by psychostimulants in 
local communities. In October 2015 he has been elected a member of 
the lower chamber of the Polish parliament (Sejm). Among his signifi-
cant publication are: Młodzież pogranicza — Juma (The Youth who Live 
at the Borderline — Juma) (Zielona Góra 1998), Młodzież pogranicza — 
świnki (The Youth who Live at the Borderline — Świnki) (Kraków 2001), 
Falochron. Zintegrowany program wczesnej profilaktyki wobec zachowań 
ryzykownych dzieci i młodzieży (Falochron — An Integrated Early Preven-
tion Programme in the Face of Children and Adolescent’s Risk Behaviour) 
(Wrocław 2006), Zagrożona niewinność (Threatened Innocence) (Wrocław 
2007), Socjopatologia pogranicza (Sociopathology of the Borderland) 
(Zielona Góra 2007), Młodzi, piękne i niedrodzy…: młodość w objęciach 
seksbiznesu (Young, Beautiful and Inexpensive. Adolescence Embraced by 
Sex Business) (Kraków 2012).

Monika Menke, Assistant Professor, ThLic. ThD., born in 1975 in 
Uherske Hradiště (Czech Republic, Moravia). In the years 1989—1993 she 
attended a Secondary grammar school Uhersky Brod and in 1996—2001 
she studied theology in Olomouc (Czech Republic). In the year 2005 she 
received a Bachelor’s degree in theology and in the year 2008 doctorate, 
both of which majoring in canon law. Student at KUL in Lublin, Poland. 
Assistant Professor at the Palacky University in Olomouc, teaching canon 
law at the Faculty of Theology. Head of the Tribunal Chancery and the 
Notary of Interdiocesan Tribunal in Olomouc since 2001. Her academic 
activities include: procedural canon law (ecclesiastical justice, nullity of 
marriage); Teaching Office of the Church; Church management (questions 
of synodality and collegiality, the proportion of the laity in the exercise 
of judicial power); law of consecrated life. Member of the Canon Law 
Society (Prague) and member of Consociatio Internationalis Studio Iuris 
Canonici Promovendo (Roma).

Stanisława Mielimąka, Professor, a psychologist, holds a PhD in the 
Humanities and is a graduate of postgraduate studies in the science of the 
family. She is a senior lecturer in the School of Management at the Univer-
sity of Silesia in Katowice, where she is the Deputy Director of the School. 
She is an expert at the Metropolitan Court in Katowice, cooperates with 
the Archdiocesan Family Life Counselling Centre in Katowice and gives 
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lectures for engaged couples and workshops for married couples. Research 
interests include: developmental psychology, psychology of marriage and 
family, interpersonal communication and professional development. 
Stanisława has been married for 38 years and has two adult sons.

Michał Mielimąka, a psychiatrist, holds a PhD in medicine and is  
a graduate of postgraduate studies of psychotherapy. He is employed in the 
Department of Psychotherapy Jagiellonian University Medical College in 
Krakow and in the University Hospital in Krakow and is actively involved 
in clinical practice, research and teaching. Research interests include: psy-
chotherapy effectiveness and process, neurotic and personality disorders, 
coping mechanisms, anxiety, hypnosis. 

Cătălina Mititelu, born in 1974 in Constanţa (Romania), is Associate 
Professor at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology of Ovidius University of 
Constanţa (Romania). She graduated and obtained Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degrees from the Faculty of History, Faculty of Law, and the Fac-
ulty of Theology. Since 2012 she holds a PhD in Theology, specialization 
Canon Law, at the Ovidius University of Consţanta (Romania). Currently, 
she is a PhD candidate in Law, specialization Constitutional Law. She 
published many studies and books on canonical law and nomocanonical 
law, matrimonial law, constitutional law, history of law, criminal law, 
etc.

Damian Němec, born in 1960 in Boskovice (Czech Republic, Mora-
via), his mother tongue is Czech. Dominican since 1986, ordained priest 
in 1991, in the years 1998—2002 he served as a provincial of the Czech 
Dominican Province. Assistant Professor at the Palacky University in Olo-
mouc, teaching canon law and ecclesiastical law at the Faculty of Theol-
ogy and at the Faculty of Philosophy. Research worker at the Faculty of 
Law, University of Trnava (Slovak Republic). Translator of several official 
documents of the Catholic Church into Czech. Translator of liturgical 
texts of the Catholic Church into Czech. Member of the Canon Law Soci-
ety (Prague) and its Institute of Ecclesiastical Law. A member of Conso-
ciatio Internationalis Studio Iuris Canonici Promovendo (Roma), Societe 
International de Droit Canonique et de Legislations Religieuses Comparees 
(Paris), International Consortium for Law And Religion Studies (ICLARS) 
(Milano) and the European Society for History of Law (Brno).

Adam Palion, priest of the Katowice Archdiocese of the Roman 
Catholic Church; Doctor of Theology in the field of ecumenical theol-
ogy; member of the Archdiocesan Ecumenical Commission; secretary of 
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the Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue Committee of the II Synod 
of the Katowice Archdiocese. He did pastoral work in parishes in Żory 
(2004—2007, 2011—2013), in Piaśniki (2007—2008) and in Katowice-
Załęże (2013—2016). Since 2016, he has worked in Katowice-Bogucice 
parish. He has organized and took part contributed to in many ecumeni-
cal symposia. Author of a book and a number of articles on ecumenism. 
Founder of the Ecumenical and Interfaith Dialogue Academy in Katowice 
(since 2015).

Andrzej Pastwa, Dr. iur. can. habil., Head of Department of Canon 
Law and Ecumenical Theology at the Faculty of Theology at the Uni-
versity of Silesia, and a judge at the Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Court 
in Katowice. He is a member of Consociatio Internationalis Studio Iuris 
Canonici Promovendo, Consociatio Iuris Canonici Polonorum, as well as 
Commission for Polish-Czech and Polish-Slovak Relations of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences. He has published numerous papers on canon law, 
especially marriage law, most recently: Il bene dei coniugi. L’identificazione 
dell’elemento ad validitatem nella giurisprudenza della Rota Romana, [Bib-
lioteca Teologica, Sezione Canonistica, 7], Eupress FTL—Edizioni Canta-
galli, Lugano—Siena 2018. He is the editor-in-chief of the English-lan-
guage academic journals: Ecumeny and Law and Philosophy and Canon 
Law.

Stanislav Přibyl, PhD, JCD, is a priest of the Catholic Prague Archdio-
cese. He was ordained in 1996. He studied at the Law School of Charles 
University in Prague and the Faculty of Canon Law at the Institutum 
Utriusque Iuris of the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome. His thesis 
Ekumenismus a pravo [Ecumenism and Law] was published in 2006. In 
2011, he received the degree of docent following a successful defence 
of his study Tschechisches Staatskirchenrecht nach 1989. He is a judge 
of the Metropolitan Church Court in Prague; teaches church and civil 
law at the Theological School of South Bohemian University in Česke 
Budějovice. He also works as a researcher at the Institute of Religious Lib-
erty Questions in the Faculty of Law in Trnava. Presently serves as a spir-
itual administrator of the St. Gabriel Church in Prague-Smichov.

Przemysław Sawa, presbyter of the Diocese of Bielsko-Żywiec, Doctor 
of Dogmatic Theology, associate professor in the Department of Dogmatic 
Theology and Spirituality of the Faculty of Theology, University of Silesia 
in Katowice, founder and director of the Cyril and Methodius School of 
Evangelization. His interests include ecclesiology, spiritualty, and the the-
ology of Church’s renewal (evangelical Catholicism). 



324 Notes on Contributors

Wojciech Krzysztof Świątkiewicz, Professor, PhD, full professor of 
sociology at the University of Silesia, Katowice and at the Constantine the 
Philosopher University, Nitra. Director of the Institute of Sociology. His 
main fields of scientific research is sociology of family, sociology of reli-
gion and sociology of culture. In recent years he published for example: 
Rodzina w sercu Europy. Rybnik — Nitra — Hradec Kralove — Szeged. Soc-
jologiczne studium rodziny wspołczesnej (Family in the heart of Europe. Ryb-
nik — Nitra — Hradec Kralove — Szeged. A sociological study of contem-
porary family) (2009), (Więzi międzypokoleniowe w rodzinie i w kulturze/
Intergenerational bonds in family and culture) (2012), Między sekularyzacją 
i deprywatyzacją. Socjologiczne refleksje wokoł polskiej religijności 
w kontekście europejskim (Between secularization and deprivatisation. Socio-
logical reflections on Poland religiousness in the European context) (2010).

Lucjan Świto, Professor UWM, a priest in the Archdiocese of Warmia, 
graduated from the “Hosianum” Seminary in Olsztyn and the Faculty of 
Canon Law at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw. He 
also studied at the Faculty of Canon Law of the Gregorian University in 
Rome, as well as at the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Disci-
pline of the Sacraments and at the Apostolic Tribunal of the Roman Rota 
in Rome. He obtained the title of doctor, followed by doctor habilitated, 
at the Faculty of Canon Law at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński Univer-
sity in Warsaw. Currently, he is a judicial vicar at the Metropolitan Court 
of the Archdiocese of Warmia as well as the Head of the Department 
of Canon Law at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Warmia and 
Mazury in Olsztyn.

Małgorzata Tomkiewicz, doctor of law, a lecturer of law at the Faculty 
of Theology of the Warmia and Mazury University in Olsztyn, a judge of 
the District Court in Olsztyn. The author of a series of publications con-
cerning Law on Religious Denominations and the criminal and family 
law, such as for instance “Safety of the family in the light of amended 
provisions of the Polish law — theory and reality” (Studia Warmińskie 
2012, No. 49); “Loss of public rights in the Polish law: Causes, Extent 
and Results” (Przegląd Sądowy 2012, No. 1); “Child grooming and sex-
ting. A child as a victim and a case concerning sexual abuse — a legal and 
punishment dimension” (Profilaktyka Społeczna i Resocjalizacyjna 2012, 
vol. 20); “Insulting religious feelings of a Catholic in Poland — is this 
possible?” (Seminare 2012, No. 32); “Incest and Criminal Law protection 
of a family in Poland” (Profilaktyka Społeczna i Resocjalizacyjna 2013); 
“Civil effects of a religious marriage contracted by Polish citizens before 
a Roman Catholic minister abroad” (Prawo Kanoniczne 2012, No. 4).



325Notes on Contributors

Arkadiusz Wuwer, PhD in the humanities (sociology), habilitation 
in theology in the field of Catholic social teaching; adjunct professor at 
the Chair of Moral Theology and Catholic Social teaching at the Faculty 
of Theology of the University of Silesia in Katowice). Author and editor  
of 12 books and several dozen articles. Area of research: history of Catho-
lic social teaching, evolution of social ideas, ethical aspect of social trans-
formations.
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