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“Melville and Conrad, although as different as an oaken full-rigger
and a steel-clad steamer, both float on—or dive into—a sea
of profound issues that have always unsettled thinking minds.”

“Although Melville and Conrad are intuitively associated with each
other by the general reading public and literary scholars alike,
they have seldom received academic attention together. The goal
of this volume of edited essays is to end this oversight, to fill a gap
on the comparativist chart. The volume came about as a result

of a joint effort at a bifocal reflection of the international commu-
nity of Melvilleans and Conradians in Szczecin, Poland,

in August, 2007.”

“What became clear in formal and informal discussion among the
participants of that international gam was that Herman Melville
and Joseph Conrad Korzeniowski shared the intuition that the es-
sential liquidity of the existential human condition necessitates
a ‘universal squeeze of the hand.” This idea, beautifully conceptual-
ized by Melville in chapter 94 of Moby-Dick, caused both writers
to examine in their complex narratives the ways in which various
kinds of oppression prevent this desired possibility.”

(From the “Introduction”)

“This book is a volume of particular significance.

It is, on the one hand, the first publication in Poland and one

of the few publications in the world taking up the challenge

to comparatively juxtapose oeuvres of Herman Melville and
Joseph Conrad: two great writers of the sea. On the other hand,
it is a fruit of a collaborative effort of world’s leading
Melvilleans and Conradians.”

“Bringing together scholars from Algeria, Canada, Great Britain,
Japan, Spain, Poland and USA, the Editors gave us a book both
cohesive and well-composed, but also as valuable in terms

of its academic merit as it is interesting to read.”
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(From the reference by Marek Paryz, D. Litt.)
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