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Maciej Tramer

“Everything changes…” Five essays on Władysław Broniewski

Su m ma r y

Maciej Tramer’s monograph “Everything changes…” Five essays on Władysław Bro-
niewski consists of independent chapters linked by the figure and work of one of the most 
popular 20th century Polish poets. Chapter One, titled “One-time History,” deals with an 
isolated incident in which a politically and socially engaged writer, whose work has been 
most often read in the context of current historical events, has decided to “entrust” part 
of one of his volumes to a calendar. Consequently, it becomes apparent that the poetic 
cycle arranged in chronological order is a collection full of inconsistencies, paradoxes and 
general chaos, with the subsequent poem contradicting each other, and often even arguing 
with each other. The next essay serves as an “introduction to the reading” of Broniewski’s 
Diary from the Years 1918–1922. It functions as a story about a particular document, and 
at the same time a story about a legend that has emerged throughout the years around a 
manuscript made available by the poet only to his most trusted readers. Chapter Three, 
entitled “Farewell to Jerusalem,” constitutes an attempt at a grammatological reading of 

“Ballads and Romances,” one of the most popular poems dedicated to the Holocaust of 
Polish Jews during World War II, and at the same time one of Broniewski’s best known 
poems. The fourth essay, “On Literature Hindering Poetry,” deals with Broniewski’s jour-
nalistic career, a part of his work that was regarded by the poet as a marginal occupation 
and for this reason remains relatively unknown to the Polish reader. The last essay, entitled 

“To Await Namelessness,” constitutes an attempt to capture the phenomenon of the extraor-
dinary popularity of Broniewski’s poetry. Despite the unambiguous political involvement 
of the “flagship poet of Polish People’s Republic,” Broniewski’s works continue to enjoy 
considerable popularity among contemporary readers. Lacking indifference towards real-
ity, communicative and spontaneous, his poetry, which (sometimes naively) attempts to 
fulfill “the social order,” not only breaks away with politicized history, but also challenges 
schematically understood communication and the rigid division into senders, receivers, or 
participants in a dialogue. 

The five essays on Władysław Broniewski were written in the course of several years in 
the second decade of the 21st century, in a period of very dynamic socio-cultural changes, 
exposing the anachronisms of old readings of socially-engaged poetry. Instead, the con-
temporary reader insistently seeks to hear in it their own language and their own voice.
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